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[Title] Certified Molecular Pathologist (Oral pathology), Current Status and Measures

[Lecturer] Takuo Henmi, Division of Radiology and Pathology Diagnostic Services, Nippon Dental University
hospital
In 2019, the Japanese Society of Pathology (JSP) established a system to certify molecular pathologists and
molecular pathologists (oral pathology) (hereinafter collectively referred to as molecular pathologists) who
contribute to the advancement and development of molecular pathology for the realization of precision genomic
medicine. The exam has been administered four times, and 690 (including 35 oral pathologists) have been
certified to date. The required expertise of molecular pathologists is quality control of pathological specimens
and molecular-based pathological decision in “Expert Panel.” Since this molecular biological knowledge will
become more and more indispensable for future pathological diagnosis, the certification system can be essential
for all oral pathologists. There is currently not enough information available on the certification system, exam
preparation, and its significance for oral pathologists. To address these concerns, this workshop has been held
in JSOP since 2023 with a view to take the certification exam. Complementing the seminar for molecular
pathologists (organized by JSP), | will explain the current situation of cancer genome medicine: establishment
criteria for Cancer genome designated Core Hospitals and Core Hospitals, how to participate in “Expert Panel,”
an overview of the certification exam, and so forth. Also, | would like to discuss the significance of being certified

as molecular pathologists for us oral pathologists and how we should be involved in future genomic medicine.
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